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On the 3rd September 2022, His Holiness Pope Francis wisely took the decision of dissolving 
the leadership of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta (SMOM) and of appointing a 
provisional government, besides imposing a new Constitutional Charter on them. 
 
In his Decree His Holiness The Pope recalls how “the prerogatives of the Order do not constitute the set of 
powers and prerogatives proper to Sovereign entities” “in the full sense of the word," as stipulated in the 
24 January 1953 sentence issued by the Tribunal of Cardinals. This sentence of the Cardinal's Court also states 
clearly that the SMOM is a religious Order, therefore, it "depends in its various forms on the Holy See."   
 
In the sequence of that sentence given by the highest court of the Catholic Church at the 
time, and in view of it, one of the Knights of the Autonomous Priories (KMFAP) requested the 
Italian Courts to pronounce on the legitimacy of the rights of His Eminent Highness Prince 
Nicola Ligny-Luxembourg di Lascaris-Ventimiglia, the then Grand Master of the Autonomous 
Priories - Priorati Autonomi Reuniti as it was called at the time in Italian - (KMFAP) as legal 
and direct successor of the old Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, and also on the right of 
H.E.H. Prince Ligny-Luxembourg to invest new knights of St. John also said Knights of 
Malta. 
 
In a very long, well-reasoned and well-argued Final Sentence under nº 35/55, the Italian 
Court of Santa Agata di Puglia, on the 25/06/1955, was very clear by stating the following in 
the page nº 6 of the said sentence (please see the appendixes): 
 
“ … Evidently the Cardinal’s Court had the intention of dealing only with the matter of 
the new papal institution (1) and not of the old Order represented by its several 
Priories, (2) ... “  
 
and further on, at the end of this same page, the Court of Stª Agata de Puglia states that the 
Cardinal's court was:  
“ ...always mistaking between the papal religious branch (1) and the old and authentic 
Order (2) ... “ 
 
 



 
 
 
On page nº 10 of this sentence the Italian Court recognizes to His Highness Prince Ligny-
Luxembourg his rights de Jure Sanguinis, de Jus Magestatis e de Jus Honorum. 
 
NOTES: 
- The Order above referred in (1) is the Sovereign Military Order of Malta also known among other names as the 
Sovereign and Military Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Rhodes and Malta, or by the acronym of SMOM. 
 
- The designation marked above as (2) corresponds to the Federation of Autonomous Priories of the Sovereign 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem, - Priorati Auonomi Reuniti as it was called then in Italian – also known by the 
acronym of KMFAP 
 
This sentence was later followed by several other sentences given by European Courts all 
recognizing to KMFAP its rights to Sovereignty. 
 
KMFAP is also recognised in the light of the International Law by the multiple States with 
whom it maintains for almost 30 years full Diplomatic Relations at Ambassadorial and 
Consular levels in accordance with the Vienna Conventions. 
 
As a Sovereign State, the Federation of Priories (KMFAP) is inclusive and non-
discriminatory, abiding and observing the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, namely its: 
Article 1 “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. (…)” 
Article 2 “Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of 
any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth or other status. (…) “  
Article 18 “Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; ( … ) “. 
 
 
In political theory, Sovereignty is a substantive term designating supreme legitimate 
authority over some polity, therefore Sovereignty is the full right and power of a governing 
body over itself and without any interference from outside sources or bodies, and is not 
compatible with the interference in one State's affairs of another State or of a religious 
institution. 
 
The Federation of Autonomous Priories of the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, 
Knights of Malta ( KMFAP ) as direct, legal and Sovereign descendant of the old order of 
St John, has its own Government appointed by the Grand Master and Head of State freely 
elected by the Knights and Dames, has its own Constitutional Letter and is totally free from 
all sorts of dependences, either economic, political or religious, so it does not accept and 
does not want to be confused with any other institution or Order which is – or pretends to 
be – legitimate descendant of the Old Order of Saint John of Jerusalem or  other claiming the 
same rights, because such confusion - having in consideration the very active and 
valuable self-supported Humanitarian work of KMFAP in many countries - only results 
in a demerit for the Federation and a merit for others , which, of course, KMFAP refuses. 
 
 
Magisterial Household at Zejtun, Città Beland, Malta, 4th September 2022 
 

The Grand Master and Head of the State 

 

 

APPENDIXES – 3 pages of Facsimile of the sentence of the Italian Court of Sta Agata di Puglia: 



 



 

 

Please read last paragraph 



 

 


